
BIRMAN BREED ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A Registration Policy for Birman Cats –GEMS Code SBI 
 

 
1. Permitted Outcross Breed 
 
Persians in the specified colours and patterns (see Reference Register below), tested clear 
(the cat itself if not tested, or indicated by a GCCF record of testing) of carrying the 
PKD, & PER PRA. Cats of the permitted patterns and colours that are not pointed (33) must 
not have blue or odd coloured eyes and be proven clear of silver by DNA test.  
 
2. Imports 
 
All Birman imports must have a four-generation pedigree showing only Birmans (SBI).  For 
active registration they must be DNA tested clear of carrying PKD, PKdef, PRA rdAC and 
silver genes. 
 
3. Red Series 

 
All Red or Cream cats with one or more Tabby parent(s) must be registered as Red or, 
Cream Tabby until proven otherwise by genetic testing (proof to be supplied with 
registration documentation). No cat may be registered as a Tabby unless it has an agouti 
parent.  

 
THE REGISTERS 

 
 

1. FULL REGISTER 
Birmans with Championship status and which have only Birmans (SBI n, SBI a – j, SBI n 
21, a 21 – j 21) in their pedigree, within three generations shall be placed on the Full 
Register with the exception of those cats whose pedigrees include, within three 
generations, a Birman with Preliminary status or a cat of Birman type, XLH <SBI> 

 
2. SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTER 

Birmans with Championship Status which have only Birmans SBI n, SBI a – j, SBI n, 21, 
SBI a 21 – j 21 and a single cat of Biman type XLH <SBI> in their pedigree, within the third 
generation, shall be placed on the Supplementary Register. 

 
3. REFERENCE REGISTER 

 
a. Cats of Birman type and/or pattern XLH <SBI> produced by mating Birmans to 

Persians (see note 1 above) shall be placed on the Reference Register. The 
acceptable GEMS codes are: PER a to j, n; d 22, a 22, n 22; a 33 to j 33, n 33; a 
21 33, d 21 33, n 21 33. The progeny of cats mated to other colours/patterns of 
PER shall not be registered as Birman Variants or a cat of Birman type, XLH <SBI> 
and will have non-active status (see GCCF rule Section 1 c).  

 
b. Birmans with a single cat of Birman type, XLH <SBI> as a parent or grandparent. 

 
c. The progeny of Birmans mated to any breeds other than Birmans and the 

designated outcross, shall be registered as XLH on the Reference Register and 
have non-active status (see GCCF rule Section 1 c).  

 



Note: Testing for genetic disease for active registration of a cat to be used as an outcross or for 
an import must be carried out according to the following protocol: 

i) The cat must be microchipped in advance of any test 
ii) The swab must be taken at a veterinary practice and the health certificate (result) 

carry the practice stamp and/or a veterinary signature 
iii) The chip number must match that on the vaccination certificate and (for imports) 

on travel/health documentation.  

Rationale for recent amendments 
 
A revision of the policy to include GEMS codes, defined outcrosses and DNA tests for imports to 
prevent the introduction into the GCCF Birman gene pool of certain genetic diseases and silver, 
that is an accepted colour for Birmans in other organisations. 
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