
Joyce Dell 
 
I bring some very sad news that Joyce Dell passed away on 22nd May after a battle with 
Cancer. 
  
Burmese cats meant so much to her and were a constant throughout her life. She was 
very proud to be the Club’s Vice President and of the work she had done for the Club, 
her contribution to the breed and the lovely cats she breed that brought so much joy to 
many people. 
  
Joyce did so much work for the Burmese breed from the early sixties working will Robine 
Pocock to develop the red series, to her work on Hypokalaemia monitoring and many 
other things. She will be truly missed.  
 
Prof Kym Jarvis  
Chair Burmese Cat Club 

 
I first met Joyce more than forty years ago during the early days of developing the red 
and cream Burmese. She was a gentle lady whose deep knowledge of genetics, type, 
and conformation was matched only by her generosity in sharing that knowledge with 
others. 
 
Her stud cat, Grand Champion Rascals Butterscotch, was the sire of my very first 
Burmese litter. As an excited novice breeder, I still remember telephoning Joyce late at 
night when the kittens arrived. Rather than being inconvenienced, she happily shared in 
my excitement, oƯering support, encouragement, and wise guidance. From those early 
days, she became a valued mentor, patiently teaching me the principles of breeding and 
exhibiting Burmese cats. 
 
Twenty years later, Joyce became my close mentor again.  I admired a beautiful Burmilla 
at the National Cat Show. I was delighted to discover that it carried her Kupro prefix. 
Once again, Joyce embraced the role of mentor and, with characteristic generosity, 
allowed me to have UK Grand Champion Kupro Lilac Mayqueen. 
 
Beyond her many achievements in the cat fancy, Joyce was a beloved mother and a 
devoted wife to Roy. Her warmth, kindness, and steadfast support enriched the lives of 
those closest to her and earned the respect and aƯection of all who knew her. 
 
Throughout the years, Joyce remained a person of quiet conviction, unwavering integrity, 
and immense knowledge a senior judge in cat fancy. She was respected not only for her 
achievements in the cat fancy but also for her kindness, humility, and willingness to 
nurture others. Her influence has touched countless breeders, exhibitors, and judges, 
and her legacy will live on through the many people she guided and inspired. 
 
I shall miss her wisdom, her mentorship, and her friendship. 
 
Sleep peacefully, Joyce. Your contribution to our world, and to my own journey within it, 
will never be forgotten. 
 
Karen Robinson -Karesama 

 
 


